
Report about ECJC activities accomplished in October 2009 

 

Dear brothers, sisters and readers, 
 

This is more one step looking for update you about the main events in these 
last months, and in this specific case, in October. 

October was month to concentrate strongly in preparing the culmination of the 
project “Reform of the Faith”. Lots of work was done, lots of organization things, 
contacting the parents, training children, so that everything would be in synchrony to 
that so expected day. 

But it was also a month a quite unusual for me, because I was sent as a 
delegate to participate in a conference in Holland. My first trip abroad. It were 16 days 
absent of the school, but they were not completely lost, because the learning will be 
serve to the daily practice in the work. 

 
Trip to Holland 

 

 The Reformed churches of Brazil received an invitation to send two delegates 
to participate in an international conference in partner relations. This invitation was 
sent by the group organizing the event, the DVN (De Verre Naasten = the far neighbor). 
The theme of the conference was CAPACITY BUILDING IN PARTNER REALTIONS. In 
spite of this theme, we didn’t have a correct understanding about what would be 
treated. According our understanding, it would be a meeting which the delegates from 
the different partners would learn about how to improve the development of their 
projects, accountability, administration, support request, etc. where we would talk 
openly about our projects. With this understanding in mind, the churches mobilize 
themselves to find their delegates, whose preferably would be church’s official, 
mastering English and being available during 16 days. After lots of attempts, they 
discovered that there were candidates to attend all the demands, specially being 
available during 16 days. They find one delegate, but they needed another one. So 
they thought about my name and invited me. I accept the invitation and together with 
Elder Hermes Lins, from the IRB Maragogi, we went heading to Netherlands.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



For us it was something quite different, including the contact with Dutch 
brothers and sisters, since the churches in northeast aren’t used to that, because 
historically, the Dutch churches concentrated themselves in mission on south Brazil, 
while northeast was cared by Canadian churches.  So, that would be a trip also to know 
better each other. 

We were enchanted about Holland and with the church people there. We could 
see how they were anxious in hearing us, in knowing how the things were going in 
Brazil and specially in hearing everything directly from Brazilians, because it causes a 
different feeling. We had the opportunity to lecture in three different churches and 
also to have lots of talks, in which we could talk about our challenges as churches, but 
also about the projects developed in Brazil, including Escola Crista Joao Calvino. 

About the conference, there were people from different countries where DVN 
support projects: India, Kenya, Nigeria, Indonesia, South Africa, Brazil and Uganda. We 
were impressed with the amount of different projects that are supported: hospitals, 
educational areas, seminaries, etc. 

With regards to the theme of the conference, we were also surprised, because 
it was not exactly what we were expecting, like a specific topic with regards to our 

experience receiving financial supports and 
accountability, but really that was not the goal 
of the conference. It was a capacitating week 
to talk in general way about what is needed so 
that the partner relation can flow without 
troubles and so that both donors and 
recipients will know their roles. There we 
could feel as employees from a company 
receiving training to make a good job. Our 
teachers guided us in a very professional way 

and in love, because they worried not only about imposing their vision, but gave us 
freedom to each of us to react and talk about our experience. There was a moment of 
questioning about what was fundamental so that a partner relationship succeed, 
reaching the following points: 

a) It was emphasized strongly in that the supported projects must have qualified 
workers and that they shouldn’t be mission workers from other countries, but that 
they must be members from the projects community. To reach that goal, the proper 
project can train people to work; 

b) It is extremely needed to have transparency in developing the projects from 
both donors and receivers, so that they will have the information needed to work and 
to know where starts and finishes their limits; 

c) Although the donors cannot have a bossy attitude in a local project, it is 
important that they know the local context where the project is inserted, not only 
through letters, but also through visitation; 

d) Develop training courses for both those who administer the project site, but 
also for the donors; 

e) Respect the channels of communication to avoid at maximum the “noises”. 
 

Beyond learning in the conference, I could take advantage of some talking 
moments to introduce the Escola Crista Joao Calvino to lots of people. Not only to 



show the project by itself, but to talk about our context, challenge, the blessings, the 
efforts and the results. They had lots of questions about our structure, donors, 
community participation, etc.  

Being in Holland, we also had the opportunity to visit our dear sister Luciana, 
who worked with us during three years as coordinator. Now she is married and living 
in Holland. It was very good to see her. Nowadays she is dedicated to improve the 
language, which she dominates with facility, and she already worked in a school in 
their neighborhood. She remembered with missing the moments in our school. 

 
From that time in Holand, I had at least one sure: the prayers in favor of our 

school will get a strengthening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Project: “The  Reformation of Faith” 

 

While I was in Holland, the work continued at full steam in ECJC. All the 
program to that month was finished: the children was training together a play about 
Reformation and also to sing the hymn “A Mighty Fortress”. The parents were 
mobilized to help their children to learn the texts and they also blamed by  the 
characterization of their children according to the play. 

Such project brought approaches inside each subject. In lessons of Arts, History, 
Religion, Geographic, Languages (Portuguese and English), Mathematics, etc. In each 
subject we tried to work aspects of the reformation. The school was like a reformation 
field. All people who came to school didn’t resist to the reformation wall and started 
reading. They came to school constantly to give and receive information about their 
children participation on the project. 

Teaching about the Reformation to the children was very pleasant. They were 
very aware about the histories and effort themselves to prepare the play. It was very 
rewarding for us. But don’t think that only the children had to interact with the 
project. All the teachers and still other workers get dressed according to the project. 
The parents also attended the invitation and came to see and learn a lit bit more about 
the Reformation Day. 

We accomplished this activity outside, because it would not be possible to 
receive such amount of people (children, parents, visitors and church members) inside 
the church. The expected rain to that night only went down after we hold the chairs. 

Bellow you can see some pictures in that night. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
It was very pleasant to see all children in this Project. They could learn about 

the main goal of Reformation, that was to bring back the church to the true Bible 
teaching. From the beginning, the children studied about Reformation from John 
Wyclif until John Knox, with a little bit more emphasis in the historical context of 
Martin Luther, where the Reformation culminated and also about John Calvin context. 

The parents reaction was quite positive. We thanked God because we could 
accomplished that Project. 

It is our desire to each time more provide to the children the knowledge about 
God and how He worked during the ages to preserve their people, even in moments 
when everything seemed to be lost, the LORD with a mighty hand and outstretched 
arm raised up men as instrument to free their people from the hands of the evil.  

May God be praised today and forever!  
 
This report is also available in: 
http://www.irbmaceio.com.br/ecjc/atividades.php 
 
Escola Cristã João Calvino – ecjoaocalvino@irbmaceio.com.br 
Elias Barbosa da Silva – ellijahbs@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


