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We are heading for the end of the year. I write this letter on the so called 

òvespera de Nataló (= the night before Christmas). Normally we would have a 

service on the night before Christmas, but this year we have changed that 

custom  and decided to have ou r service on Christmas Day. We will start our 

service at five oõclock and after the service we will have a supper.  

 

I can imagine how everybody in Canada is preparing himself for Christmas Day 

and if Iõm well informed then there is even snow in the Northern parts. That 

makes me sometimes a little bit jealous.  I know that there are a lot of people 

who donõt like the winter time: short days, dark days, snow, mud etc. But still, my 

brother and sister, there are moments that I would like to make an exchange. 

The end of the year always has a lot of atmosphere, a lot of contact with friends 

and family. Here they also have these things: at the end of the year all friends, 

families, and colleagues meet in groups. They go to a restaurant and they share 

presents  (ôamigo secretoõ they call it).  Everybody will choose a secret friend 

and give him a little present. In church we do it also, but in a limited way 

because there are several members who canõt afford to buy big presents. But 

itõs just for the fun. We made it very clear that thatõs not what should 

characterize our Christmas celebration. So there are things t hat we have in 

common, but still the atmosphere is very different if you are accustomed to 

Christmas t ime in the northern hemisphere.  

 

What I do like here is  the initiative of some members, who organized themselves 

to visit several addresses in Village Campestre to sing some songs. Last year we 

did it in Salvador Lira and this year we will do it in Village Campestre. Our oldest 

member ð Sr. Anizio - will recei ve such a visit, because he has difficulties with his 

legs. He is 92 now and he experiments more and more what Ecclesiastes 12 is 

telling us about the ôbad daysõ that will come.  

 

But there are others too who will receive a visit. We asked the children at school 

if they knew some family members who might need such a visit. And we know 

that the father of one of the children had a terrible accident last year. He was a 

bricklayer and during his work he fell from the second floor and broke his back: 

now he is p aralyzed. His wife had a difficult time with it and she works hard to 

survive and to pay for the education of the children. She may become a 

candidate for some diaconal help. The deaconry of our church decided that 

there was some money available to help so me of the parents who could not 

afford to pay the raise of the mensal fees of the school. This year the church 

association decided to raise the mensal fees from R$35  to R$50 per month. The 

school directors were worried about the effect of such a raise, but  we think it is 

necessary, considering the fact that all costs go up and also considering that we 

still will have the lowest amount in the neighborhood. But nevertheless we were 

willing to consider the concerns of the school directors, and so I brought the  

question to our diaconal group .  There we agreed that the deaconry in certain 

circumstances might give a complement of ten or fifteen Reals. That might help 

the poorest families, so they can continue to send their children to our John 

Calvin School.  

 

Talking about the school, I might mention that last week the school year ended 

and the big holiday seasons started for all the children. Always a happy moment 

Rev. Ab ram de Graaf  

Mrs. Celia de Graaf  

Marba, Jonathon, Miriam  

 

Rua Lourival de Aquiar 

Pessoa 23 

Serraria, Maceió  

57046-390 

Brazil 

 

abramecelia@globo. com  

We need your 

continuous 

prayer and 

support!   

 

May our Lord 

bless you with 

happiness and 

peace in these 

final days of 

2008. 

 

Weõre on the Web! 

See us at:  

www.irbmaceio.com.br  

 

 

 

 

 Dear Brothers and Sisters , 



 

2 Mission Maceió ð December 2008 

  
 

  for the children: six weeks free to play. And it will also be good for the teachers and the coordina tor and 

the administrative part of the school to stop for some time and relax. As a minister I can notice that the 

weeks before the end of the year accumulate a lot of work and stress. People are getting tired and itõs 

easier to become irritated. So indire ctly it also gives a little bit more work for the pastor, who has to act 

tactfully, because he doesnõt want to interfere in what is happening at the school, but on the other hand 

it is good if people can express themselves to somebody that lives outside th e daily routine of the school.  

 

This year one of the teachers ð Sandra ð will leave the school. She came in 2004 and helped us for 5 years 

now. She did a good job during these years and she also was a great help in the church. Itõs a pity that 

she will leave, but itõs better for her. During these years she discovered that her vocation is not in the 

school. She told me that she has learned a lot of good thing s, but she also discovered that every year it 

became a heavier burden for her. A teacher is like a m inister: you should have a vocation.  If you become 

a teacher, because there is no other job for you and this is the best way to gain some money, you may 

manage to do the job for some years, but there will come a moment that you will have to face reality. The 

children will notice it in the class room. The colleagues and coordinator will notice if you donõt do your 

work with pleasure and if it becomes a burden. Sandra herself was wise enough to notice it and to draw 

the final conclusion that it was better to  leave.  

 

We tried to get another teacher from our own churches in her place, but unfortunately that was not 

possible. At the moment it is very difficult to get teachers, because the school in São José needs teachers 

and Recife started a school and needs t eachers and there is also the school in Unaí. In Unaí they already 

contracted a teacher who is member of the Presbyterian Church (IPB) and we ourselves in Maceió had to 

go the same way. Itõs a decision that we have made in an emergency situation. At the moment there is 

no other possibility. The teacher who worked for us in the last months was the wife of a local IPB minister 

and we can only say that she did a perfect job 

and she is as reformed as the teachers who 

come from our own churches. Now we will 

have  to contract a second teacher of the IPB 

church. The school director s were very pleased 

with the new candidate and told us that she 

was even better then the teachers that we 

already have. We pray that the Lord will bless 

the school and it confirms what we already 

noticed: the IPB has different roots 

(Presbyterianism) but is also a reformed church.  

 

Personally I find it very interesting to talk with my 

Presbyterian colleague. He opens several 

windows that give us some insight in the 

Presbyterian world. He i nvited me to visit the 

presbytery of the state of Alagoas, but 

unfortunately it was on the fourteenth of 

December and that Saturday was already filled 

with a meeting with the training group.  

 

But via him I have discovered that the 

presbytery of the state of Alagoas had an 

agreement with our reformed churches about 

the division of the mission work in Alagoas. The 

Reformed churches would work in the coastline 

north from Maceió and the IPB would work in 

the southern part of Alagoas. I didnõt know that. 

I do k now that Rev. Venema had the idea to 

start a project in Porto Calvo (which lies 
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between Maragogi and Maceió ), but unfortunately he never came to that point. At the moment the IPB in 

Alagoas is growing and they have split the presbytery in two presbyteries , with the idea to form a third 

presbytery, so they can have their own synod in Alagoas. To get to that point the IPB will intensify their 

mission work in the State of Alagoas. With the help of several wealthy presbyteries in the south of Brasil they 

send e vangelists to every village of Alagoas hat has 5.000 inhabitants or more.  

 

Before I will come to the end of my newsletter I should inform you that our website has been revised and 

updated. We received a  donation and with that money we could contract a com pany that made a new 

website for us. Itõs a new website with a new system, so it will be easier for us to maintain the website and 

to update  it. The address is the same  (www.irbmaceio.com.br ) as the old one.  You w ill notice that website 

is mainly in the Portuguese language.   We have thought about the possibility of having  English pages, but 

that was not possible within our budget. It would have cost us a lot more. Of course, if you think that it is a 

good idea to complement our site with more pages in English, we would lo ve to hear it. And perhaps there 

are even members who would like to make a donation to facilitate it. We gave a priority to the Brazilian 

public, because we know how important the website is. In the last years hundreds of people from all over 

the world have  visited our website. They were looking for reformed material and we got a lot of good 

reactions. Those who are looking for reformed material in English may visit several nice websites in Canada 

or the United States.  

 

Iõm now really getting to the end of this letter. We wish you all a happy end of the year 2008 ; a  blessed 

Christmas day with an edifying church service. The birth of Christ was a motive of great joy. The virgin Mary, 

the priest Zechariah, The angels, the 

shepherds, Simeon and Anna, they 

all w ere full of joy and they praised 

the Lord for what had happened. 

May the same joy fill your heart  and 

enlighten your life.  Enjoy it, because 

there may come enough sad 

moments you will not be able to 

enjoy it. If I write this down, then I 

think of what hap pened last night, 

next door.  

 

Next to our house is an area that will 

be used to build an apartment 

building. The area is protected by a 

guard who lives there  so that 

nobody will invade the property. 

Yesterday, I went out to do a bible 

study and about five  minutes after I 

had left the house my family heard 

several shots coming from the neighbo urõs place. They noticed that it was some shooting and not 

fireworks, so they right away took shelter in a protected corridor inside the house, because it often 

happen s that the killers run away, climb the wall and enter in the neighbo urõs place and take the 

inhabitants as hostages. After some time Celia heard the alarm of the police car in the street, so they took 

courage to get out and have a look.   It appeared that t wo gunmen entered the neighbo urõs place and 

killed the guard who lived there. We donõt know what the exact motive was, but it seems that he had a 

quarrel with his ex -wife and that he had beaten her. Her sons didnõt like that story and hired two gunmen 

to k ill the man.  

 

òGlory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor restó, did the angels sing. 

Well we pray that  our Lord may fulfill these words and protect us against all evil.  

 

Another problem that we had the last week, had to do with our preaching point in Salvador Lira. While 

The wall (and guest house) adjoining the neighbouring property  
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Flavio was giving catechism lessons, the son of the owner of the place came and entered the place with a 

lot of friends, who are knows as drugs addicts. They entered in the house and he made a lot of problem s, 

even when he talked with his mother, who owns the place. The neighbors told us that it happened more 

often that he entered the building without notifying us. Flavio and the other members of Salvador Lira 

didnõt like the situation at all and they decided to get out of the place.   Last Sunday we went back to the 

house of Everaldo to have our worship service there.  

 

That means that we are back to the beginning, because thatõs how we started our work in Salvador Lira. In 

the meantime we have switched five or six times to different places. That will not help our evangelism work 

in that neighborhood. A church that changes locations  so much will not leave a good impression with the 

people. We pray that the Lord will guide us and show us the right way to contin ue.  

 

As you can see, brothers and sisters, a lot of things happened. We need your continuous prayer and 

support. May our Lord bless you with happiness and peace in these final days of 2008; and may He also 

bless you all while this world is getting deeper in a financial crisis. We know that a lot of things may happen 

in our life, as well in Brazil as in Canada, but we also know: our Lord is our Saviour! He hears our prayers, He 

hears with love and He will not forsake us!  

 

Rev. A. de Graaf  

School children in class; the former preaching point in Salvador Lira; the school playground (clockwise from top)  


