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Time is like a river.  Sometimes it flows very slowly, but there are also parts in the 

river where the water runs very quickly. It seems that we are crossing such a 

section at the moment. One moment we were in Canada having our meetings, 

visiting some churches, meeting with frien ds, making new contacts and now we 

have already been back in Brazil for six weeks and so many things have 

happened that Iõm sitting here in front of my computer asking myself where to 

start.  

 

Our stay in Canada was fruitful in many ways. It was nice for m e and my family 

to meet old and new friends. We had some very good presentations in the 

churches. And for me personally it was extremely edifying to participate at the 

Missionary Conference, especially because of the speech of Reverend Riemer, 

who talked a bout the partnership situation after institution of a church on the 

mission field. It opened my eyes to how complicated the situation can be, and 

we learned that there is still a lot of work to do, as much on the mission field as 

on the home front. Our con tacts with the Board of Mission and with the Board of 

Mission Aid were also fruitful, because we were able to inform them about the 

things that are happening here and they could catch up with the actual 

situation. It was a good preparation and a great help  for the visitation team  that 

went to Maceió in October this year. They could meditate about the situation 

beforehand and formulate their questions so they would get a good insight into 

the situation. We are now waiting for their report and for their obser vations, 

recommendations and conclusions , which will help us to go forward on our 

route to institution.  

 

We know that in Maceió we have to prepare our own legal documents, as well 

as an agreement with the Council of Hamilton about the partnership situation 

af ter institution, and an agreement with the Board of Mission Aid regarding the 

support of the school in Maceió. All these documents will be needed when we 

go to the Brazilian church federation to ask their approval for institution.  

 

Talking about the Brazil ian church federation, I should not forget to mention that 

there was a National Synod in the second week of October (October 13 th to 

17th). We thought that it would be a short Synod, but we were wrong. There were 

some major problems that had to be resolved . In the first place we had to 

spend an entire day dealing with 10 cases of discipline that were presented by 

the churches in Maragogi, Recife and Cabo Frio. In some cases they could 

continue with the steps of discipline, but in other cases they had to con tinue 

their pastoral work.  

 

Another major problem was the situation of the congregation in Colombo in the 

south of Brazil. It was once a flourishing congregation with two ministers, three 

evangelists, a mission aid worker and more than 120 members, but ove r time it 

became smaller and smaller and the congregation was put under the 

supervision of the church in Unaí in 2006. Since that time there was an evangelist 

working there, but he has now accepted a call from an IPB church close to 

Colombo. That created a n emergency situation, because the church in Unaí 

did not have the resources to maintain this work , for their church has been 

shrinking, and recently they reduced the number of office bearers from five to 

three ð two elders and one deacon.  Unaí made it qu ite clear to the federation 
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  that it is impossible for them to take care of the congregation in Colombo. The distance (3,000 km) is too 

big, and they do not have enough time or manpower to fulfill this obligation.  

 

This was already brought before the Nation al Synod in May, and at that time the federation decided that 

they would help. Each month one of the ministers of the federation would go to Colombo to preach, to 

celebrate the Lordõs Supper, and to help the evangelist do his home visits. This was a nice attempt to help 

the church in Colombo, but now ð six months later ð we have to admit that it didnõt work, for only one 

minister visited the church in Colombo.  All of the others did not go.  I donõt know what their reasons were; 

I only know the reasons of o ne of them, i.e. myself, because I had to make a church visitation to a 

reformed church in Esperança who showed a great interest in joining our federation.  In any case, our 

plan for assistance is not working and therefore we had to come up with something better, especially 

because the situation will get worse with no evangelist.  Therefore the Synod asked the church of 

Maragogi if they could lend one of their ministers, Pastor Thyago, to go for six months to Colombo to help 

the congregation. In the meantim e we have to work out a more definite solution. If itõs really clear that 

cooperation with a local IPB church in Curitiba that offered us help is not an option, then we should think 

about the possibility of sending a missionary to that place. We hope and p ray that the Lord will lead the 

ways of our small federation and that we may resolve this situation in April 2009.  

 

I just mentioned the reformed church in Esperança and I can also inform you that the National Synod 

decided to offer ecclesiastical fellows hip to that local congregation, who will be regarded as a sister 

church. That shows them that we recognize them as a true church of Christ, and it opens the door to have 

ecclesiastical fellowship. They may send observers to our Synod and we will send them our church visitors, 

so that we may get to know each other better during a period of two years. At the end of that period it 

will be decided if they can become part of our federation.  

This was a special Synod, because there were 

also delegates of our siste r churches in the 

Netherlands and Canada. The Dutch churches 

had delegated Rev. P.K. Meijer, and the 

Canadian federation had delegated Rev. 

Cornelius van Spronsen:  two ex missionaries 

who both knew the North East of Brazil very well. 

Reverend Meijer expla ined to Synod the 

decision of the Dutch churches who had 

offered a sister church relationship to the IPB.  

Some members of the Synod asked the Dutch 

delegate how such a decision functions in a 

partnership relation .  Were the Dutch churches 

aware of the sen sitivity of such a decision in our 

IRB federation?  Reverend Meijer explained to 

us that the Dutch churches were aware of it, 

but each federation has its own responsibility. 

They have known the IPB for more than 20 years 

already, and during that time they have 

noticed the struggle of the IPB to remain a 

reformed church. There has been significant 

progress in the last years and the Dutch 

churches came to a point that they had to 

make a decision. They came to the conclusion 

that they had to continue in their contacts with 

the IPB and offer this church a sister church 

relationship.  

 

These were the main topics that were dealt 

with by the National Synod. The next Synod will 
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be held in April 2009.  That will be an important meeting, because at that Synod the Comm ittee for 

Theological Education has to present a report about Theological Education. This report includes an 

investigation of the Theological Seminaries of the IPB and also an investigation of the possibility of having a 

proper Theological Seminary.  In Ap ril we will also decide how to resolve the situation of Colombo, and it is 

likely that we will also discuss a national Mission plan. Without any doubt we can say that this Synod will be 

very important for the Canadian missionaries that are working in Brazi l.  

 

When we came back from the Synod we could give attention to the delegates that came from Hamilton´s 

Board of Mission and Board of Mission Aid: Henk Plug, Paul Krikke and Harriet Louwerse.  Henk Plug and 

Paul Krikke arrived before the Synod and met wit h the delegates to Synod on behalf of C3 (cooperation 

between Hamilton, Surrey and Drenthe with respect to Brazil). Then, while I was at Synod for the rest of the 

week, they met with the church here and especially with the school. When Synod was over we co uld 

concentrate on the mission part of their visitation.  They had several meetings to accomplish this: with the 

Training Group, with the Directors of the Church Association, with the Treasurer of the Church Association, 

with the Accountant and Lawyer of t he Church, and also with individual members of the congregation.  

 

It was interesting to notice how the members here appreciated the visit of the visitation team.  They even 

mentioned that visitation teams should come more often and not wait four years betw een visits. They also 

wanted to have a better contact between the mother church and the daughter congregation, being 

interested in what was happening in Hamilton and surrounding churches.  It shows in my opinion a growing 

maturity of the congregation in Ma ceió.  They are not only interested in their own well being (like rice 

Christians), but they are also 

interested in the well being of their 

ômotherõ (Hamilton) and ôauntsõ 

(supporting churches).  

 

After two weeks the visitation 

committee went back and I was ð 

honestly speaking ð relieved. That 

may sound strange, but let me 

assure that it had nothing to do with 

the visitation committee, because 

we had a wonderful time together 

and we even considered these two 

weeks too short. I can say that and 

they will confirm it.  So, what was the 

cause of my relief?  I think that 

everybody has this feeling 

sometimes: if you have to do a lot of 

work, but you canõt finish it, because 

you have to make visits (in my c ase: 

six weeks in Canada, one week National Synod) and then you receive visitors (in my case: the visitation 

committee), at the end you want to get back to your work again, knowing that there is so much to do.  

 

One of the main events - and I will finish w ith that one  ð was the organization of the òencontro dos jovens ó 

(youth meeting) in Maceió on the 15 th of November.  We had a marvelous weekend with a group of fifty 

(50!!!) young men and women.  The core attendees were from our own congregation, and each of them 

had to invite a friend from outside the church; besides that we also invited the young people of the sister 

churches.  It was a great event that started on the Friday night with a praise evening, where all the 

societies of our church presented psal ms or hymns they had practiced.  The next day, we started at eight 

oõclock in the morning and we had a full program till eight oõclock in the evening, including lunch and 

dinner prepared by a group of sisters of the congregation. The whole event was highli ghted by the use of 

the projector that was given to the school. There were PowerPoint presentations in the beginning and at 

the end of the meeting, and also a special PowerPoint presentation about the signs of the end time with 

Visitation team meeting with the church and school treasurer s 
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a strong appeal to reflect u pon their life with Christ. There were several activities and two speeches: one 

about the Christian lifestyle in a sinful world; and the second one about òthe last minut eó. The main theme 

was Revelation 22, 20: He who testifies to these things says, òYes, I am coming soonó. Amen. Come, Lord 

Jesus. So, it was all placed in the light of the return of Jesus Christ, not to frighten our young people, but to 

show them that they should be happy, because they know Jesus Christ, their Lord and Saviour!  

 

As a missionary Iõm grateful to observe that the Lord has blessed us with a group of members who really 

worked hard to organize this evangelism meeting for our young people.  In this way the adults showed the 

young people how to evangelize and make contacts with their  friends and invite them to our church. It 

also helped us to lower the threshold and to make contact with young people outside the church in a 

different way than via our serious and solemn worship services. We know that these services are the heart 

of our worship, but we also know that there is a lot more happening in our church with respect to the 

communion of saints.  Our friendships and contacts in the church are also very important. The love of God 

is like the salt in our food. It makes our lives tasty for those who live close by to us.  It was really energizing to 

observe a group of seven young men (17 and 18 years  old) who didnõt know the church, participating with 

joy, enjoying their contacts and listening to the Word of God.  Continue to pray for us ; great things are 

happening!  

 

Rev. A. de Graaf  

The participants in the "encontro dos jovens"  held in Maceió  


